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Take a Walk with History 
Last year, Yarmouth History Center participated 
in a new pilot partnership project with the web-
based destination marketing group Vamonde. 
The group offered to work with members of 
Maine Archives and Museums to help launch 
their content to Vamonde’s tourist information 
site.  

Yarmouth History Center was one of the first 
members to upload content to Vamonde. The 
Center’s program archives had several existing 
walking tours that could be used for the pilot pro-
gram. These tours showcase the Historical Socie-
ty’s extensive collection of historic photographs 
and feature many historic places in town.  

For its pilot tour the Center selected the Mills and 
Main Street tour. The tour is based on the Socie-
ty's longest running walking tour (9 stops) loop-
ing from the History Center on East Elm Street, 
along the Royal River, up to Main Street, and 
returning to the Center. Preparing the Mills and 
Main Street tour for its debut online went 
smoothly and the tour launched seamlessly to 
Vamonde’s website. 

Walkers taking the self-guided tour can choose to 
do the whole tour or select pieces. You can check 
out the tour online. The link can be found on the 
History Center’s website, through Vamonde’s 
website, or you can download the free Vamonde 
app to your phone and access Yarmouth’s tour 
and many other tours offered worldwide by Va-
monde. With the Vamonde app, users can select 
the tour’s alert setting to let them know there are 
tours in the area they are visiting. 

This is an exciting way for the History Center to 
offer content on a portable, digital format and 
provide a new way for our audience to access and 
experience Yarmouth history. It is instant family 
fun available to the community and our visitors.  

If you are searching for a local, free activity visit 
our website, follow the link to the Mills and Main 
Street tour, and check it out. And next time when 
you see folks on the street with their phones in 
hand remember, not all will be checking their 
social media accounts. Some may be taking a 
walk with history!  

Above: A view of the Center ’s Mills and Main Street mobile 
tour on  the Vamonde website. 

 

Find the Mills and Main Street Tour at 
https://www.yarmouthmehistory.org/new-walking-tour/  

 

OR 

             https://www.vamonde.com/nearby  

https://www.yarmouthmehistory.org/new-walking-tour/
https://www.vamonde.com/nearby


 

 

From the Chair  

 

Hello members and thank you all for your support of 
the Yarmouth Historical Society. My name is Chuck 
Murray and I am honored to serve as president of the 
board of trustees for 2019-2020. Born and bred in 
Maine with deep roots in Franklin and Somerset 
Counties, I have been living in Yarmouth for nearly 
20 years with my wife, Lisa, raising our two children 
and nursing an addiction to historical homes! 

The preservation of both local and national history 
has never been so important, and I am proud that our community has such 
a vibrant resource on East Elm Street. If you haven’t stopped by yet, 
please do so soon to see what your support has created. If you have visit-
ed Katie and our staff at the History Center recently, you will have no-
ticed the building repairs that have been happening since the fall. While it 
has been a challenge to operate the Center over the winter amid teams of 
contractors and plastic sheeting, it has been inspiring to see Katie and her 
team work to minimize the impact to our community programming. 

The good news is that the work has been completed and we are in the pro-
cess of cleaning up and reinstalling artifacts in the museum. Soon it will 
be back to business as usual! The office, shop, and Hamill Room are open 
during the regular hours, Tuesday through Saturday 10am to 5pm.  

Please email or call the staff with any questions.  

Thanks again for your membership and annual fund support. I look for-
ward to meeting many of you in the months ahead. 

Chuck Murray 
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2019–2020 Memorial Gifts 
 
 

In Memory of Mary Dunn 

Pamelia Adams 
Jo Anne and Ron Barker 
Kathleen L. Brooks 
Susan Brown 
Joleen Estabrook 
     Estabrook’s Farm and Garden 
Susan Hamill 
Diana Hibbard 
Caroline C. Knott 
Margaret D. Mitchell 
Kathleen O’Donnell 
Jodee Ristich  
Gail Shriver 
Ben and Betsy McElvein Soule 
Linda Taton 

 
 

 
 

In Memory of Helen Kibler 
Riverbend Condo Association 
 
For Stanley E. Walker  
Meredith O. Walker  
 
 
In Memory of Helen G. Maxell  

Drummond and Drummond  
Hazel Currier  
Leslie Webber  
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Beverle M. Aceto 

Pamelia Adams and Family 

Philip and Joy Ahrens 

John and Sharon Andrews 

Anonymous 

Dave and Cindy Asherman 

Karen Asherman 

Craig Schneider and Kyo Bannai  

Jane Gagne and Roger Beaulieu  

Julie Benavides 

Berghuis Family 

Brian and Patti Bicknell 

Robert and Barb Billings 

Patricia H. and David C. Bischoff  

     Memorial Fund 

Robert and Judith Bishop 

Margaret Blumenthal 

Laurie and Gil Broberg 

Sarah Downs and Jim Bowie  

Diana Calby 

Janice and Robert Chamberlain 

Phoebe Chandler 

Dean and Susan Cilley 

Craig and Kristin Coleman 

Chase Family Fund of the Maine  

     Community Foundation 

Madeleine Corson 

David and Cydney Cox 

Carolyn Dahlgren 

Sarah and Avery Day 

Sue Dealaman 

Chelsea and Noah DeLorme 

Jennifer Devore 

Terrence DeWan and Associates 

Linda Donahue 

Don and Abby Douglas 

Margaret and Tom Downing 

Douglas and Ina Dressel 

John D. Duffy 

Bill Dunn 

Loretta Dyer 

Sam and Holly Eddy 

Mary Lynn and Paul Engel 

Linda Ferreira 

Sarah and Tom Flanagan 

Kent Wommack and Gro Flatebo 

Bruce Roberts and Susan Feiner 

Fortnightly Club 

Michael and Lynne Gawtry 

Candy and Ted Gibbons 

James and Maureen Gorman 

Lisa Gorman 

Linda and Sky Grant 

Janet Lohmann and Michael Griffin 

Bette Grondin 

Tom Renehan and Maura Halkiotis 

Gardiner Hall 

Meredith Hamer 

Frank and Connie Harrison 

Bill Harwood and Ellen Alderman 

Amy Haskell 

Tamson B. Hamrock 

Jocelyn and Peter Handy 

Bruce Hathaway 

Peter Haynes 

Prudence Heard 

Megan and Erik Hellstedt 

John Hodgkins  

Pamela Hodsdon 

Pam and Fred Hoffman 

Holly Holbrook 

Cheryl Honer-Hickey 

Charles and Linda Horstmann 

Steve and Sally Hunt 

Alice Wheatland Ingraham 

Eleanore Irish 

Anne and Dick Jackson 

Christina and Patrick Jackson, Jr. 

Emily and Spencer Jones 

John Kelly 

Gerald King 

David Kitchen 

Bob and Caroline Knott 

Tina Kuhn 

Betsy and Len Langer 

Paul and Annmarie Reich Lattanzi 

Mary and Andre LeMaistre 

Lois and Richard Lippincott 

Scott and Carrie McGilvery Logan 

Rosemary MacKay 

Loretta Mackinnon 

William A. Macleod 

Elizabeth and Mark Marin 

Marian McCue 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard P. Mellon 

Lincoln and Kim Merrill 

Rick and Debby Molander 

Heidi and Mike Morrill 

Catherine Morrow 

Lisa and Chuck Murray 

Kenneth Murphy 

Emily Rafferty Muther 

Norway Savings Bank 

Ted and Ann Noyes 

Bill and Rita Nugent 

John and Denise Palmer 

Esther Pappas 

Barbara and Richard Parkhurst 

Sharon McDonnell and Gib Parrish 

Lynne Werner and Greg Paxton 

Pende Associates-Paul Pappas 

Julie Pew 

Charlie and Liz Poole 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Prinn III 

Martin Eisenstein and Gunilla Qvarfordt  

Pat Rabidoux 

David Inger and Leora Rabin 

Vesta Vaughan Rand 

David and Kay Loftus Ray 

Bill Richards 

Allison Hodgkins and George Rizkallah 

Carole Sargent 

John and Karen Saucier 

Mr. and Mrs. Wilmont Schwind 

Nina and Curt Scribner 

Peter Lee and Lynne Seeley 

David Selleck 

Nick and Joan Semenuk 

Jean Semonite 

Louisa Severance 

Ted and Sharon Sharp 

Karl and Elizabeth Sladek 

Dominique and Jeff Sommer 

Ben and Betsy McElvein Soule 

Gary and Susan Starbuck 

Mary Stewart 

Richard N. Stillwell 

Mark and Deborah Storms 

Claire and Robert Studley 

Carole Spruce 

Jean and Bob Swan 

Susan Taplin 

Matt and Tracy Teare 

Bill Taylor and Nancy Thompson 

Peter and Rebecca Thompson 

Marilyn and Martin Traiser 

Amy Sinclair and M. Tux Turkel 

Cynthia and Joseph Walden 

Sandra Wachholz and Richard McWilliams  

Eric and Tracy Weinrich 

Sarah and Gabriel Weiss 

Joan Whalen 

Judy White 

Linda Disston White 

Tim Williams 

Nick and Lisa Witte 

James and Sarah Swan Van Fleet 

Susan Granai and David Van Slyke 

Valerie Vaughan 

Guy and Eleanor Vigue 

Charles and Caroline Vining 

Leslie Webber 

Susanne W. Wheat 

Debbie and Dick Woodbury 

Lorraine and Kenneth Woodsum 

Thank You to Our Annual Fund Donors! 
                                        Annual Fund Donors 14 February 2019 - 14 February 2020 



 

 

In and Around Yarmouth History Center 

Above: A full house at Br ickyard Hollow for  Tr ivia 
Night. Right: The winning team: Battery Point Bombers, 
Alan and Katie Hall and Betsy and Ben Soule. 

Yarmouth Trivia Night 
This past December on a cold Wednesday night Yar-
mouth’s Brickyard Hollow was busting at the seams 
with community members ready to test their knowledge of Yarmouth. Ten teams signed in to compete 
for the bragging rights of being crowned the first champions of Yarmouth Trivia Night.  

Despite their pedigree, the winning team, the Battery Point Bombers, won by the slimmest of margins 
with 28 points. The Casco Bay Group took second place with a close 27.5 points. Prizes were awarded 
for first and second place as well as for the group that tried the hardest but came up short, the Skyhawks 
with 11 points, and for the best team name, Whitlock’s Warlocks. The History Center is planning to host 
Yarmouth Trivia Night 2 at Brickyard Hollow this spring. More details to come.  
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The New Year Gets Underway 
The opening of Emily Blaschke’s exhibit of dazzling collages was the 
Center’s first event of the new year. It was a fun evening of visiting 
with our members and Emily’s guests. Guest were treated to the culinary fare offered by Gather and mu-
sic performed by violinist Lee Federle, a senior at Yarmouth High School. Emily’s work will be on view 
in the Hamill Room until the end of February.  

Above: Artist Emily Blaschke welcomes guests to her  recent opening at 
the Center. Right: Enjoying the art are guests Diane Nichols and Kristen May. 
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Join Our Gardeners 
Last year a team of garden volunteers, led by Yar-
mouth Historical Society Trustee Pam Adams, 
launched a spring clean-up that prepared the Cen-
ter’s garden for summer. Thanks to Pam and her 
team the coneflower (Echinacea) blooms last sum-
mer were dazzling and the number of bees and but-
terflies that visited the garden was equally spectacu-
lar. Inspired by the results, Pam worked to build on 
the restoration efforts of last spring. 

Pam and a group of experienced gardeners ap-
proached landscape designer Susan Parrish Carter 
to create a more sustainable design for the History 
Center’s garden spaces. Last year the group consult-
ed with Estabrook’s to acquire the plants for the 
first phase of the garden’s redesign. A cherry tree 
(Prunus Accolade) and two large shrubs were plant-
ed in the fall with additional plants due to arrive for 
this spring's planting.  

The History Center gardeners are looking for others 
to join them to work on the planting and continued 
maintenance of the gardens. The group will meet at 
10am on Thursday, March 19 at the History Center 
to present the new landscape design and outline the 
planting plan for this spring. All are welcome to 
come hear about the plan and enjoy refreshments.  

Interested individuals do not have to be experienced 
gardeners to help. This is a great opportunity for 
those gardeners who no longer have space for gar-
dens at home or for those thinking about learning to 
garden. There’s no better way to begin than to work 
side by side with this group of seasoned gardeners. 

Daffodil Remembrances 
In 2013 when the History Center was completed 
100 daffodils were planted in the Center’s front gar-
den by Linda Grant as a 
memorial to long-time 
patron of the Historical 
Society Donald W. 
Bourne. This past fall the 
daffodil memorial was 
expanded with additional 
daffodils planted in honor 
of former Society presi-
dent Mary Dunn who 
passed last year.  

Daffodils were also 
planted as part of United 
We Bloom, a daffodil 
tribute memorial project. 
The project, created by 
the Maine Suffrage Cen-
tennial Collaborative, is a 
community initiative that 
organized a statewide 
planting of daffodils, the 
flower of the suffragettes, 
to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the 19th 
Amendment granting women the right to vote. 
Signed in Maine November 1919, the amendment 
was officially adopted as part of the U.S. Constitu-
tion in August 1920. This spring, watch for the 
Center’s daffodil blooms and hundreds of other daf-
fodil gardens across the state.  

In and Around Yarmouth History Center 

Right: Katie Wor thing with pr ize winners Makayla 
MacGregor and Rowan Joyce. 

 

The winners of Yarmouth Historical Society’s Well-
come Prize for Student Historians presented their 
research this past November at a public talk that 
took place at North Yarmouth Academy. 

Brunswick High School senior Rowan Joyce won 
first prize for her exploration of the life and times of 
Captain John D. Pennell of Brunswick. Joyce is an 
active member of her school’s theater program and a 
dancer at the Ballet School. 

Awarded second prize was Gray-New Gloucester 
High School senior Makayla MacGregor who pre-
sented her investigation of the social and economic 
history of the Cumberland Fair. MacGregor is inter-
ested in English, frequently writes fiction in her free 
time, and plays the violin.  

Stay tuned for details on the 2020 Wellcome Prize! 

Wellcome Prize Winners Present Research 

Garden Volunteer Meeting - March 19 at 10am, at the History Center!  
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Upcoming Events and Programs 

The lecture series is sponsored by the  
LEON AND LISA GORMAN FUND 

 

MARCH 
 

Tuesday, March 10, 7:00 pm  
Lecture: Maine’s Irish Longshoremen 
Michael Connolly, Professor of History and Political Science, St. Joseph’s College. 
The history of Maine's Irish longshoremen. $5.00/FREE for members 
 

Thursday, March 19, 7:00 pm  
Film: More than Honey 
Oscar-nominated director Markus Imhoof tackles the vexing issue of why bees, worldwide, 
are facing extinction. Co-host Royal River Conservation Trust. FREE 
 
 

APRIL 
 

Tuesday, April 7, 7:00 pm  
Nonfiction Readers Circle: A Midwife’s Tale by Laurel Thatcher Ulrich 
An early 19th century Maine story read in the spirit of Maine’s Bicentennial. 
Co-host Merrill Memorial Library. Meets at Yarmouth History Center.  
FREE 
 

Tuesday, April 14, 7:00 pm  
Lecture: Stagecoaches in Maine  
Leland Hanchett, historian and author of Connecting Maine’s Capitals by Stagecoach. 
The routes and roles of Maine’s stagecoaches. $5.00/FREE for members. 
 

Thursday, April 16, 7:00 pm  
Film: The Human Element 
With rare compassion and heart, The Human Element follows environmental photogra-
pher James Balog on his quest to highlight Americans on the frontlines of climate change, 
inspiring us to re-evaluate our relationship with the natural world.  Co-host Royal River 
Conservation Trust. FREE 

 

MAY 
 

Saturday, May 9, 10:00 am 
Talk and Walk: Gravestones and “Family Billboard” Markers  
Ron Romano, local cemetery historian and author will give a talk at  
Yarmouth History Center followed by a cemetery walk. 
Walk begins at the History Center on East Elm Street and continues to the Baptist 
Cemetery on Hillside Street. FREE 
 
Tuesday, May 19, 7:00 pm  
Lecture: Winston Churchill: The Wilderness Years, 1915-1935 
Nancy Ellenberger, Professor Emerita, U.S. Naval Academy. 
Churchill's years in exile from political position. 
$5.00/FREE for  members. 

 

JUNE 
 

Tuesday, June 16, 7:00 pm  
Lecture: The Year Without a Summer 
Jan Eakins, Historian. 
Details about the summer of 1816 when Maine experienced wintry conditions all 
summer with disastrous consequences. $5.00/FREE for members. 

The film series is sponsored by  

http://www.bluegold-worldwaterwars.com/
http://www.bluegold-worldwaterwars.com/
http://www.bluegold-worldwaterwars.com/
http://www.bluegold-worldwaterwars.com/
http://www.bluegold-worldwaterwars.com/
http://www.bluegold-worldwaterwars.com/
http://www.bluegold-worldwaterwars.com/
http://www.bluegold-worldwaterwars.com/
http://www.bluegold-worldwaterwars.com/
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Welcome New Trustees 
This year Yarmouth Historical Society welcomes two 
new Trustees to the Board. We are excited to have Ed 
Libby and Sarah Wallace share with us their enthusi-
asm for Yarmouth History. 

Ed Libby is the owner  of Real Maine Real Estate, a 
locally focused real estate company involving invest-
ment, brokerage, development, and lending. Ed grew 
up in Camden, then attended The Wharton School in 
Philadelphia, graduating with a BS in Economics, and 
eventually landed in Yarmouth in 1996. Ed is commit-
ted to creating quality places close to home that are 
economically sustainable and socially contributing. 
That pursuit has sparked an interest in our local history 
over the past few years. In his spare time, Ed retreats 
to his camp on Parker Pond, the Maine North Woods, 
or Casco Bay to pursue his many interests in the great 
outdoors. Ed will serve out the remainder of Christie 
Harriman’s term, ending at Annual Meeting 2020. 

Sarah Jane Wallace cur rently works as a research 
analyst in the software industry and attended the Col-
lege of Wooster where she majored in Art History. 
While there she focused on 17th Century Dutch art as 
well as American art from the 30s and 40s. She had the 
chance to work for the Smithsonian Institution and 
PBS before entering the technology sector. After mov-
ing to Maine she noticed there were many WPA post 
office murals and started to write a book. In doing so, 
she returned to her previous residence of Washington, 
D.C. to visit the National Archives where she brought 
back more information about the Maine murals and 
donated it to the State of Maine archives in Augusta. 
Sarah currently resides in Yarmouth and, although she 
is busy working and raising Anna (a junior) and John 
(a 7th grader), she still has an interest in art history and 
tries to visit museums when she travels the world for 
work. Sarah will serve out the remainder of Brigid 
Waeldner’s term, ending at Annual Meeting 2021. 

Above: Trustee Ed Libby   

From the Collection 
In January, Pastor Dustin Ward of Yarmouth’s First 
Baptist Church reached out to the Society with an invi-
tation to take a look at some archival materials in the 
Church’s collection.  

Director Katie Worthing and Collections Committee 
Chair Julie Benavides enjoyed the visit and accepted a 
wealth of materials on behalf of the Society. These 
items, ranging from annual reports and newsletters to 
account books and building plans, will greatly enhance 
our collection and support our efforts to preserve and 
tell the stories of Yarmouth’s past. The materials will 
also be available by appointment to community mem-
bers and researchers interested in learning more about 
the history of the Church. 

Above: Society’s Trustee Julie Benavides surveys  
pieces of history in the attic of the 1st Baptist Church. 

Above: Trustee Sarah Wallace 
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History Center Gift Shop  
Tuesday through Saturday 10 to 5 


